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science, technology, engineering and math 
(STEM) summer camp and after school STEM 
enrichment programs. Since March 2013, they 
have served 2,000 students in Contra Costa 
County and disbursed $10,000 in scholarship 
funds. 

In addition to her work with Inspire Learning 
Institute, Ms. Centeno is an active member of 
her community in Martinez, California. She is 
a member of the East Bay Leadership Coun-
cil, founder and past president of the Filipino 
American Democratic Club, former president 
of the Martinez Citizens Oversight Committee 
and a former member of the Contra Costa 
Mental Health Commission. 

Mr. Speaker, we recognize Ms. Evelyn 
Javier Centeno for her achievements and for 
enriching our community. It is fitting and prop-
er that we honor her here today with the 
American Dream Award. 
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HONORING THE 25TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF AN ACHIEVABLE 
DREAM 

HON. ROBERT C. ‘‘BOBBY’’ SCOTT 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
to honor An Achievable Dream, which will be 
commemorating its 25th anniversary this 
weekend. 

An Achievable Dream was founded by the 
late Walter Segaloff, a local community leader, 
businessman, and humanitarian. His ambitious 
public-private educational partnership in New-
port News, Virginia started small but has 
grown exponentially in the last 25 years. 

When An Achievable Dream first opened its 
doors in 1992, it was a small summer and 
after-school tennis and tutoring program for 95 
fourth graders. A year later, the program more 
than doubled the number of students it served 
to 200 rising fourth and fifth graders. In 1994, 
An Achievable Dream expanded even further 
by becoming a full-time, extended day school 
for 400 children in grades three through five, 
and in 1994 they started serving grades six 
through eight at Dunbar Erwin Middle School. 
Five years later, in 2000, An Achievable 
Dream Academy was founded as a year- 
round, full time elementary school and by 
2007 they opened a separate, full-time middle 
and high school. Since those early years, An 
Achievable Dream has grown beyond Newport 
News and now has partnerships with Virginia 
Beach City Public Schools and Heinrico Coun-
ty Public Schools. 

The motto of An Achievable Dream is 
‘‘Teaching Kids Winning Ways.’’ The Achiev-
able Dream program is structured to give 
young people the skills needed to succeed in 
life. Those skills are taught at An Achievable 
Dream on the tennis court, in the classroom, 
on field trips, and in sharing experiences with 
successful and caring adults in the community. 

One of the things that makes An Achievable 
Dream so impactful on the lives of the young 
people it serves is An Achievable Dream’s 
ability to show the boundless opportunities 
available if you just make the right choices. 
The staff, supporters and sponsors at An 
Achievable Dream have worked over the last 
25 years to ensure that their students grad-
uate on time and have an opportunity to go to 
college. 

An Achievable Dream has not achieved all 
of this on its own. Walter Segaloff understood 
that it took every facet of the community—in-
cluding school leaders, public officials, law en-
forcement, the military, and businesses—to 
work together toward the common goal of 
making better the lives and educational out-
comes of as many young persons as possible. 
I would like to thank each of the community 
organizations and businesses for stepping up 
and helping make An Achievable Dream the 
success that it is today. I would also like to 
thank our military for volunteering regularly 
with these students for An Achievable Dream’s 
character development program. And of 
course, I want to thank Kathy Edwards, Presi-
dent and CEO of An Achievable Dream, and 
all the faculty and staff who have dedicated 
their careers to these young people. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to have been in-
volved with An Achievable Dream as a sup-
porter since its beginning. As our community 
gathers to celebrate the 25th Anniversary of 
the An Achievable Dream at the annual Ten-
nis Ball gala this weekend, I look forward to 
the continued success of An Achievable 
Dream. I would like to congratulate the staff, 
supporters and sponsors at An Achievable 
Dream on a quarter century of success and I 
look forward to witnessing their many contin-
ued successes in the future. 
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Mr. NEWHOUSE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to introduce my legislation, the Bureau of Rec-
lamation and Bureau of Indian Affairs Water 
Project Streamlining Act. As my constituents 
know all too well, communities across the 
western United States are often faced with the 
detrimental impacts of droughts and water 
shortages. In states where the Bureau of Rec-
lamation (BOR) and Bureau of Indian Affairs 
(BIA) hold jurisdiction for the development of 
water projects, communities are left waiting 
due to a lack of a streamlined process. These 
communities need BOR and BIA to accelerate 
studies and provide more accountability in the 
agencies’ processes to study the feasibility of 
new or expanded surface water storage, water 
recycling, and rural and Title XVI water 
projects. This legislation will streamline BOR 
and BIA’s environmental planning and study 
process for these water projects and ensure 
that communities in the West can address the 
critical need for water supplies that continue to 
grow with demand. 

In order to meet existing human and envi-
ronmental needs, we must update current 
water supply infrastructure. This legislation ap-
plies the same streamlined water project de-
velopment process used by the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, which was established 
under the ‘‘Water Resources Reform Develop-
ment Act of 2014,’’ to BOR and BIA’s proc-
esses for surface water, storage, infrastruc-
ture, and recycling project development. This 
legislation will improve both water storage and 

conservation infrastructure, as well as the reli-
ability of our vital water supply for commu-
nities across the nation. A dependable supply 
of water is an indispensable resource in the 
West—from farming and ranching, to recre-
ation and municipal uses, to manufacturing 
and wildfire response needs, this resource 
truly is vital. Conducted in concert with improv-
ing stream flows, protecting headwater areas, 
rebuilding fish runs, and boosting continued 
conservation efforts, this streamlining effort will 
provide great relief for my constituents and 
constituents across the western United States. 

In addition, the legislation authorizes several 
key water development projects across the 
West, including projects in California, Kansas, 
Montana, as well as my home state of Wash-
ington. One of these is the third phase of a 
vital effort in my District in Central Wash-
ington, the Yakima River Basin Water En-
hancement Project. The Yakima River Basin is 
one of the leading agricultural regions in 
Washington State and throughout the country. 
However, the demand for water in the region 
currently exceeds the resources available, es-
pecially during times of drought, which have 
hit the state especially hard in the past few 
years. After years of tough negotiations, the 
Yakima River Basin Plan is a model of col-
laboration that offers a solution to give water 
users more certainty, while also recognizing 
the concerns of conservationists and the var-
ious stakeholders in the Yakima Basin. The 
authorization of this project is vital for my Dis-
trict, just as water projects are in states across 
the West. This legislation will allow the next 
major step to addressing our water crisis to 
become a reality. 

This commonsense bill reforms the current 
cumbersome and lengthy process so that 
there is a mechanism to build new water and 
infrastructure projects in Central Washington 
and across the west. I welcome all members 
to join me in supporting this legislation, and I 
urge its swift passage through the U.S. House 
of Representatives and U.S. Senate. 
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COMMEMORATING CHIP 
HALBACH’S RETIREMENT 

HON. KEITH ELLISON 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 

Mr. ELLISON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Chip Halbach’s retirement in 
September of 2017 after 30 years of service 
with the Minnesota Housing Partnership. 

Chip has long been an advocate for afford-
able housing for Minnesota residents. In 1987, 
Chip founded Minneapolis Housing Partner-
ship (MHP). MHP convenes, guides, and sup-
ports a diversity of partners working to im-
prove conditions of home and community. Ini-
tially, MHP’s focus was informing housing 
groups and partners on pending legislation. 
MHP evolved to become a major provider of 
technical assistance and financial support to 
increase the capacity of organizations building 
and developing affordable housing. MHP has 
served as an intermediary for the Minnesota 
Department of Human Services, the U.S. De-
partment of Housing and Urban Development, 
and the U.S. Department of Agriculture. 

Seeing the need to bring together the af-
fordable housing community, Chip Halbach 
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